
Module 1, Unit 3, Lesson 2:

Southern Christian Leadership Conference - Document

Analysis

Directions

Work in small groups to answer the following questions

This assignment contains four sources required for your understanding of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
Southern Christian Leadership Conference.

Read sources A to D and answer questions 1 to 4.

1. According to Source D, describe Martin Luther King, Jr.’s message to the members of the SCLC. [3
points]

2. What can you infer from Source C about the purpose of the cartoon? Explain your answer [2
points]

3. Explain the values and limitations of Source B in reflecting the SCLC’s vision at the end of the
1950s. [5 points]

4. “To what extent did the vision of King and the SCLC in 1957 come to fruition by 1965.” Explain
your answer with reference to Sources A, B and C, and prior knowledge.” [5 points]



Source A: Martin Luther King, Jr. “Give Us the Ballot.” May 17, 1957. Washington, D.C.

Give us the ballot, and we will no longer have to worry the federal government about our basic rights.

Give us the ballot and we will no longer plead to the federal government for passage of an

anti-lynching law; we will by the power of our vote write the law on the statute books of the South

and bring an end to the dastardly acts of the hooded perpetrators of violence.

Give us the ballot and we will transform the salient misdeeds of bloodthirsty mobs into the calculated

good deeds of orderly citizens.

Give us the ballot and we will fill our legislative halls with men of goodwill and send to the sacred

halls of Congress men who will not sign a "Southern Manifesto" because of their devotion to the

manifesto of justice.

Give us the ballot and we will place judges on the benches of the south who will do justly and love

mercy and we will place at the head of the southern states governors who have felt not only the tang

of the human, but the glow of the Divine.



Source B: Des Moines Tribune. “Group to Help Negro Voters.” August 9, 1957.



SOURCE C: Herb Block. “Commemorating the Action at Montgomery, Alabama. March 1965.”
Washington Post. 1965 Retrieved from Library of Congress at
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/herblock-gallery/herblock-looks-at-1965.html



Source D: The Montgomery Advertiser. “Southern Christian Leadership Conference organized, Martin
Luther King named president.” September 24, 1957.


