
Module 1, Unit 2, Lesson 4:

Small Group Discussion

Directions:
Students must read the state of Mississippi’s response to the Voting Rights Act. Working in small groups,
compose an essay that answers the following question.

The Mississippi Simpson County News editorial board called the Voting Rights Act, “not the edict
of a dictatorial president or the questionable interpretation of a court; it is an act of Congress!”
Work together to write a short essay explaining why it’s important that the Act was passed by
the legislative branch.

Use the criteria below to compose the essay:

● What is the Voting Rights Act of 1965 [2 points]?
● What is the difference between the three branches of government (Executive, Judicial

and Legislative) [3 points]?
● Which branch does the public feel best represents them [2 points]? 
● Can you explain how this Mississippi newspaper will respond to the new Voting Rights

Act [2 points]?

https://www.newspapers.com/image/283603427/?terms=Voting%20Rights%20Act&match=1
https://www.newspapers.com/image/283603427/?terms=Voting%20Rights%20Act&match=1



