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Module 1, Unit 1, Lesson Plan 3

School Days
(Grades 6-12)

Learning Targets/Objectives:

e Describe how Morehouse College, Crozer Theological Seminary and Boston University’s
School of Theology helped cultivate King’s leadership and oratory skills.
e Conduct a close reading analysis of King’s “The Purpose of Education.

Success Criteria:

® Argue how continuity and change influenced King’s commitment to education and how
that might be applied to oneself.

Anchor Text:

e King, Martin Luther. “The Purpose of Education.” The Maroon Tiger, Morehouse College
Newspaper. 1947. Retrieved at
https://projects.seattletimes.com/mlk/words-education.html

Supplemental Sources:

® MLK Transcript from Crozer Theological Seminary. Crozer, PA. Crozer Theological
Seminary, 1948-51. Retrieved from
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/mlk-transcript-from-crozer-theological-seminar
y/kQGagom2ZU4yNg?hl=en&ms=%7B%22x%22%3A0.39253181490046485%2C%22y%2
2%3A0.41311326289082195%2C%222%22%3A9.957526165527632%2C%22siz2e%22%3A
%7B%22width%22%3A1.101712 2052113%2C%22height%229 2 21
75%7D%7D

e (Excerpt) Carson, Clayborn (ed.) The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.

e Helen Hunt. “Dr. Martin King Banquet Speaker.” Delaware County Daily Times. November
3,1949. 18.

Lesson Content Overview:

Dr. King never limited himself to his grades or what teachers and professors said about his
academic performance. In many respects, King’s life and legacy should inspire those who have not done
their best in school to know that they are greater than their circumstances and that they too can achieve
greatness. King cemented his academic foundation at Morehouse College, a historically Black, all-male
institution in Atlanta. Morehouse exposed King to some of the greatest thinkers of his time, as well as
the life and leadership of Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, who became King’s mentor. His leadership and view of
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the role of education continued to evolve while he was a student at Morehouse College. The following
article, written by King, appeared in the January-February 1947 campus newspaper, The Maroon Tiger.

As | engage in the so-called 'bull sessions ' around and about the school, | too often
find that most college men have a misconception of the purpose of education. Most of
the "brethren" think that education should equip them with the proper instruments of
exploitation so that they can forever trample over the masses. Still others think that
education should furnish them with noble ends rather than a means to an end . It
seems to me that education has a two-fold function to perform in the life of man and
in society: the one is utility and the other is culture. Education must enable a man to
become more efficient, to achieve with increasing facility the legitimate goals of his
life.

Education must also train one for quick, resolute and effective thinking. To think
incisively and to think for one's self is very difficult. We are prone to let our mental life
become invaded by legions of half-truths, prejudices, and propaganda. At this point, |
often wonder whether or not education is fulfilling its purpose. A great majority of the
so-called educated people do not think logically and scientifically.

Even the press, the classroom, the platform, and the pulpit in many instances do not
give us objective and unbiased truths. To save man from the morass of propaganda, in
my opinion, is one of the chief aims of education. Education must enable one to sift
and weigh evidence, to discern the true from the false, the real from the unreal, and
the facts from the fiction.

The function of education, therefore, is to teach one to think intensively and to think
critically. But education which stops with efficiency may prove the greatest menace to
society. The most dangerous criminal may be the man gifted with reason, but with no
morals.

The late Eugene Talmadge, in my opinion, possessed one of the better minds of
Georgia, or even America. Moreover, he wore the Phi Beta Kappa key. By all
measuring rods, Mr. Talmadge could think critically and intensively; yet he contends
that | am an inferior being. Are those the types of men we call educated?

We must remember that intelligence is not enough. Intelligence plus character- that is
the goal of true education. The complete education gives one not only power of
concentration, but worthy objectives upon which to concentrate. The broad education
will, therefore, transmit to one not only the accumulated knowledge of the race but
also the accumulated experience of social living.

If we are not careful, our colleges will produce a group of close-minded, unscientific,
illogical propagandists, consumed with immoral acts. Be careful, brethren!; Be careful,
teachers!

After graduating from Morehouse College, King attended Crozer Theological Seminary in Chester,
Pennsylvania. He excelled so much at Crozer that upon graduating from the seminary, the Dean wrote
that he was “undoubtedly one of the best men in our entire student body . . . [one of Crozer’s] most
brilliant students.” On September 13, 1951, King entered Boston University’s School of Theology. He
decided to attend Boston University on a desire to teach at a college or religious institution.



Overall, his desire to “eliminate social evil” through nonviolence was inspired by each level of his
higher education experience. It was at Boston, however, where King chose the pulpit over the lectern.
One of King’s professors, John Cartwright, who would later become the university’s Martin Luther King Jr.
professor emeritus of social ethics, remembered that it was at Boston University where “[King] really
embraced the teachings of Gandhi and the principles of nonviolence — an idea that was, at that time,
unheard of as a formal ideological concept.” King first learned of Gandhi’s teachings years before when
he attended a speech by Mordecai Johnson, the President of Howard University, and when King still
attended Crozer. But it was really a mentor at Boston University that cemented King’s interest in Gandhi.
That mentor was Howard Thurman, the Dean of Marsh Chapel and a friend of King’s parents, who
mentored King.

It was also in Boston where King met his future wife, Coretta Scott, a student at the New England
Conservatory of Music in the city. Cartwright claimed King would not have become the civil rights icon
he’s remembered to be if he hadn’t met Coretta.

King later wrote: “l ended my formal training with divergent intellectual forces converging into a
positive social philosophy. One of the main tenets of this philosophy was the conviction that nonviolent
resistance was one of the most potent weapons available to oppressed people in their question for social
justice.”

Instructional Sequence:

e Opener:

Students will examine Martin Luther King, Jr’s academic transcript from Crozer
Theological Seminar and respond to the prompt: After reviewing King’s grades, come up
with no less than three conclusions about what you see. Make two conclusions about
King’s academic performance and one conclusion about what King’s report card might
say about how students grow over a lifetime. MLK Transcript from Crozer Theological
Seminary — Google Arts & Culture

e Individual Work (Close Reading Analysis):

Students will read “The Purpose of Education,” an editorial King wrote for the
Morehouse College newspaper, The Maroon Tiger in 1947. In addition to evaluating the
text for context and subtext, students will respond to these questions
e How did Morehouse College influence Dr. King’s thoughts about education?
® According to King, what was the purpose of education?
o To what extent do you agree with King’s assessment of the purpose of education
and its pitfalls?

Formative Assessment

e Students will read “Dr. Martin King Banquet Speaker” from the Delaware County Daily
Times, November 3, 1959, page 18 and respond to the prompt. Compare this article with
King’s academic transcript from Morehouse. Describe King's growth from his time as an
undergrad at Morehouse to his work as civil rights movement leader in 1959.

Adaptations for Student Needs
IEP:
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Sizes of student groups range

Students team up with a peer partner, while others would prefer to work individually.
There is a variety of small-group work

Chunking information

Visual cues and wait time

Visual supports (maps, images, PowerPoint slides, handouts)

Assessments will be modified, and students given extra time

ELD

Modified/simplified reading material
e Content-related lists/handouts of key terms
e Textis supported by visuals and connected to real-life experiences



